Start of the e-mail campaign to secure cosponsors in Congress for the new BDA   8/30/2006
Members of Congress are returning to Washington in order to resume the session in the beginning of September.  Their staffs should now be ready to start receiving our e-mail messages in support of the Belarus Democracy Reauthorization Act..

                                 _____________________________
Contact your Representatives in Congress by e-mail and urge them to cosponsor the Belarus Democracy Reauthorization Act H.R. 5948.                                                   See site www.Congress.org to locate your Representatives’ information by providing your Zip code, and in some instances your full mailing address. Refer to Foreign Policy as the e-mail subject.

You may use the messages shown below, or similar:

Please help bring democracy to Belarus --                                                                                    cosponsor the Belarus Democracy Reauthorization Act, H.R. 5948 (BDRA)

The need to continue our support for democracy in Belarus is now even greater.    

The BDRA authorizes material support for the next two years for a variety of democracy-building activities.  It also authorizes support for radio and television broadcasting into Belarus, in order to overcome the regime’s information blockade. Finally, it supports the imposition of sanctions against the regime, including for all those responsible for fraudulent elections and arrests and imprisonment on trumped-up charges.

The people of Belarus deserve your support in establishing democracy and the rule of law!
                                            _______________________________

   Some of us have enjoyed the fruits of democracy and free enterprise for years or even generations.  That is not the case everywhere. The people of the Republic of Belarus, known as the last dictatorship in Europe, have long been suffering under a repressive regime.
   The Belarus Democracy Reauthorization Act H.R. 5948 that has just been introduced in Congress can help bring democracy to Belarus. It calls for support of democratic movements, for external radio and TV broadcasts, in order to overcome the existing information blockade, and it also calls for sanctions against the corrupt regime.
   I and my Belarusian-American friends in your district would appreciate your support in becoming a cosponsor of this Act.  The people of Belarus will be grateful for American support.
                                       ____________________________________
So much for the e-mail campaign.  If substantial numbers of the people on our combined e-mail lists, containing so far around 500 names, contact their Representatives, we’ll be able to realize our goal of getting 30 or more Representatives to cosponsor H.R. 5948.

Soon, we’ll e-mail out prepared letters, so that people who don’t have computers can sign them.  They would need to be contacted directly.  These letters can then be faxed to the Representatives offices. 

Finally, follow up will be needed by telephone to Congressional staffers, as well as by visits of our delegations to the local district offices, in order to assure the success of this year’s campaign. 
